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Government and brought about a settlement earlier. It called
for an agreed Imperial attitude in self-governing Colonies in matters
of race.
February 5-6\T\: In course of public speeches and Press interviews,
Smuts promised freedom from arrest for violation of TARA and
unlicensed trade. The law would not be repealed meanwhile. A
measure to validate such registration would, however, be introduced
in Parliament when it met next. Announced that aim of compromise
was to reduce Colony's Asiatic population.
February 8: Explaining procedure for voluntary registration in Indian
Opinion, Gandhiji advised educated Indians not to exercise option
in favour* of affixing their signatures rather than finger-impressions
on voluntary registration applications.
February 10:   Voluntary registration began.
Gandhiji assaulted by Mir Alam Khan and others; appealed from
his sick-bed at Doke's house that assailants be forgiven, and asked
Asiatics to give their finger-prints voluntarily.
February 11:   Dr. G. U. Pope died at Oxford.
February 15: "A Dialogue on the Compromise" published in Indian
Opinion.1
February 22: Gandhiji wrote in Indian Opinion of February 22 and
29 explaining conditions under which he accepted compromise
and clarifying Indian community's obligations; emphasized soli-
darity of Transvaal Hindus and Muslims.
Wrote to Smuts, enclosing Draft Bill to amend TIRA; suggested
therein repeal of Peace Preservation Ordinance2 and TARA.
February 29: Number of voluntary registration applications at Johan-
nesburg rose to 3,400.
March 5:   Gandhiji left for Durban to dispel widespread misunder-
standing of compromise among Pathans and others.
Addressed public meeting under auspices of Natal Indian Congress
at Durban.3   Another attempted assault on Gandhiji, evidently by
Pathans,
March 6: Met Durban Pathans who insisted that he had betrayed
community; reported that this conciliatory meeting was a failure.
1 In his Satyagraha in South Africa (Ch. XXIV) Gandhiji, however, says that he
wrote this during his stay in Phoenix where he arrived some time after March 6.
2PPO henceforth
3 Text of speech not available